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Rumsey's orders went to Frederick‑Town or Baltimore. I have a fair right to suppose all these things, and Mr. Rumsey's giving me no opposition in my application for exclusive laws, and even permitting his law to expire in Pennsylvania, without trying to derive any benefit from it, amount to positive proof that he had no serious thoughts about applying steam until it was too late.‑I promised him I shall not be so dilatory in exhibiting my boats in Virginia conformably to my law. I trust to the goodness of my cause and the honor and generosity of my country,‑and that I not only have a substantial right by exclusive laws, but by justice and equity.

The affidavits from William Askew, No. 6, and Henry Bedinger, No. 7, to prove that Mr. Rumsey's boat is much superior to mine, is acknowledging on the part of Mr. Rumsey, that his pretensions to the invention are but weekly founded. However faulty my works might be, and however perfect his own) it would have no force in the determination of our title to the invention ; but argues a wish in him to

gain an advantage on principles different from those on which our dispute must be ultimately decided in the opinion of the world.‑But even this position of Mr. Rumsey's I will not allow; for on a comparison of the velocity and bulk of both boats and the force applied it is evident that mine exceeded in the proportion of more than two to one. I had a bulk of water to remove equal to above 12 tons, whilst he had to contend with no more than 3 tons,  if I am rightly informed; and our cylinders

or (moving powers) were nearly, if not quite, equal ; yet my boat was urged forward with nearly the same velocity of his boat ;‑therefore his mode hath hitherto no superiority. As to his drawing water in at the bottom, and pushing it out at the stern of a vessel, it is no new invention, but was long before presented to the Philosophical Society at Philadelphia. The thought came originally from France, of which I was acquainted before he bespoke any of his works for steam, and contended the right of using it with Mr. Arthur Donaldson, in the beginning Of 1786, before the Assembly of Pennsylvania, as be attempted at that time, to assume the discovery to himself.

No. 13.

I well remember when Mr Arthur Donaldson proposed before the Committee of Assembly, a method of navigating boats by a stream of water forced through by means of a steam engine ; that you appeared to be acquainted with the principle, which was said to be originally Dr.Franklin's, and that you then declared it bad been your intention to have made an experiment upon it.

Mr. John Fitch  









EO. CLYMER

May 17, 1788.

In spite of all opposition I was left in full possession of that or any other way I chose, provided I worked by steam, and no man can take it from me until my laws expire. I conceive we have by no means come to the greatest perfection of applying our power. I am now trying an experiment, and the machine is nearly finished, to propel a boat not by expelling water, but air, and hope Mr. Rumsey will allow that this is a mode peculiar to myself; but if be pleases be will deny it and assert that be had privately tried some experiments to ascertain its practicability‑I further hope that the publick will make great allowances for my not being more forward in my plans, especially when they consider the great difficulty of procuring proper workmen, together with the new and unexplored grounds that I bad to travel over, butt hope shortly that I shall have it so perfect as to give full satisfaction of its utility.

In page 5, he asserts, that my boat will not be propelled at the rate of more than three miles an hour when no tide opposes ; this assertion, I believe, will shortly be proved both rash and envious; I can make her go not only three but three times three.

But as I have before mentioned, this is taking up the dispute upon different principles, than those Mr. Rumsey found necessary to hold up to public view,viz. That be was the inventor of the steam boat This leads me to consider the principles on which exclusive privileges are founded, agreeably to
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justice and policy. If we have recourse to the enlightened nations of Europe, and more especially to England, whose laws respecting the title to property are (with little and in some cases with no variation) in force amongst us, we shall find that their laws imply that no species of property ought to be held more sacred than the property of inventions ; for having their origin in the imagination of man, uncertain in their operations, and expensively perplexing in experiment, it becomes necessary to have some mode established to secure to the owner the full benefit of his invention, which might otherwise prove his ruin. To prevent which, justice and good policy have pointed out a remedy, and custom has established it on a permanent basis.‑The inventor can claim no benefit from his thoughts or inventions, before he makes a public declaration of such invention in some place of record established for such purposes)that is‑he who invented and published a Steam‑engine will have an exclusive right for a certain number of years for all steam engines; at the expiration of which, each improver has an undoubted right to the benefit of any improvement. On these principles he who first invented and published the idea of a steam‑boat, invests himself with a fair and just title to all steam‑boats for a certain time, which in justice and policy government is bound to support.‑The ‑state of Pensylvania bath given her sentiments on this head, and hath declared such to have been her explanation of the title to inventions by rejecting Mr Arthur Donaldson's petition to have me confined to a certain mode of applying my power. It was not the mode of using the force of steam which had any merit in this invention; but it was the idea of connecting steam with navigation, that justly claimed the public patronage as soon as that idea was made public, and the benefit of it applied for.

I shall now introduce the proofs I have promised, and show to the world what degree of credit and countenance ought to be given to a man, who in order to deprive me of my just rights, has brought forward evidences to swear to facts which are totally false‑You will see that transactions are ante dated and a deception intended, with a view both of disgracing and robbing me‑Confident that gross misrepresentations had been made use of, I was at the expense and trouble of two journeys to Frederick‑town in Maryland, the scene of his operations, and there I was soon confirmed in my suspicions that this plausible pamphlet was built on a falsehood, and that the patrons whom Mr. Rumsey's address has procured him in this city, have committed themselves too unreservedly to a stranger. I now find the reason of his so long delaying to put in his claim‑it was that a period might elapse sufficient for memory to be uncertain, and for facts to be transposed in the order of time; the death of one of his principal workmen also rendered it probable that some of his pretended proofs might be difficult to detect. A love of justice has induced a number of persons to step forward and testify in the most unequivocal manner that the works sworn by Mr. Rumsey's evidences to have been finished the first December, 1785, were not begun until March following, when he must have been very fully possessed of a knowledge of my pretensions.

The ten following certificates will fully prove the antedating. No. 14.

The affidavit of Frederick Tombough, Smith and partner of Mr Zimmer, the Copper‑smith of FrederickTown who made the copper work for Mr. Rumsey's steam‑boat.

Maryland, Frederick County, April 18th, 1788. Then appeared before the subscriber, a justice for said state, & county, Frederick Tombough aged about thirty‑nine years, who being sworn on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and sayeth, that some time in March 1786, he, this deponent was in partnership with Mathias Zimmers, now deceased, in a blacksmith's shop, adjoining said Zimmers' coppersmith shop‑and that he remembers two copper pipes being brought into his shop by said Zimmers to fit the seams‑which pipes be was told were for Mr. Rumsey's Steam boat‑and further that he knew of no work being done in Mr. Zimmers' shop on account of said boat previous to the time above mentioned.

Sworn before
GEORGE SCOTT.
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No. 15

The certificate of Mrs Zimmers, widow of Mr Zimmers, which is corroborated, and the time established, by the next certificate:


This may certify, that I the subscriber) wife to the late Mathias Zimmers, deceased, have no accounts

in my books so as to ascertain the time of Mr Rumsey's bespeaking his machinery for his Steamboat) or

as to the time of his taking it away‑but that Michael Baltzel turned works to finish the first machinery

said Rumsey had of my husband according to the best of my knowledge.‑As witness my band, this

29th, April 1788. 
ELIZABETH ZIMMERS

No. 16.

The certificate of Michael Baltzel, Turner, which establishes the time of Mrs Zimmers' fact.

Frederick‑town, 17th, April, 1788.

This may certify that I the subscriber turned works for Mr James Rumsey of Virginia, for his Steam boat viz. a round piece of wood about eight inches diameter and about four feet long, &c. to round his copper works upon‑said turning was done in March 1786. As witness my band

MICHAEL BALTZEL.

No. 17.


The certificate of Mr. Jonathan Morris) inn‑keeper; which confirms the assertion of Governor Johnson's

letter) that the "Designed purpose of the cylinders was a subject of pretty general conversation" in

Frederick‑town, and therefore bad it been prior to my petition to the assembly of Maryland the middle of

December, 1785, Mr. Foy, the member of assembly resident in that town must have known it, and the

house have received information from him, when probably they might have assigned other reasons for

rejecting my petition than mere bareness of finances. If all the machinery was ready to put on board,

as Mr. Morrow swears, on the first December, it must have been a fact notorious to the whole town ; but

the following declaration shows that so far from being on board in December, 1785, it was shut up as a

secret even so late as the latter end of March following ; so that this 14 pretty general conversation;"

which Governor Johnson speaks of, could not have happened until about this time, and all the evidences

I produce confirm my assertion, that Mr. Rumsey did not begin his steam‑engine, until I had published

my plan all through Maryland and Virginia.‑The certificate is as follows:

Frederick‑town, 18th, April 1788.

This may certify that I the subscriber was towards the latter end of March 1786, informed that Mr. Matthias Zimmers had begun some machinery for Mr. Rumsey's Steam‑boat. Accordingly I called on Mr. Zimmers to see it, but was refused the sight of it, as it was then retained as Mr. Rumsey's secret but was informed that it was begun in the beginning of the same month, this I declare to be the truth as near as I can recollect‑As witness my hand.

JONATHAN MORRIS.

No. 18.

The deposition of John Peters) who performed such parts of Mr. Rumsey's machinery as were made of tin.

Frederick County, Maryland, April 18th. 1788.

I the subscriber was a journeyman and worked for Mr. Matthias Zimmers‑and began to work in the tin business, at the same time Mr. Zimmers did begin the copper works for Mr. James Rumsey, of Virginia, for his Steamboat, which said coppers and tin works were begun in March, in the year 1786






. JOHN PETERS.

Sworn before me, JACOB YOUNG, one of the justices for Frederick county, Maryland.
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No. 19.

The deposition of John Frymiller who was apprentice to Mr. Zimmers at the time he made the copper works for the steam engine, shewing not only that the works were begun and finished in a shop next to Mr. Tombough ; but that no part of said machinery was begun before the spring, 1786.

State of Maryland) Baltimore County.

On this twenty‑sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty eight, before me the subscriber one of the justices of the peace for the county aforesaid, personally

appeared John Frymiller of Baltimore town in said county, and made oath on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that during the time be was an apprentice to the late Mr. Matthias Zimmers of Frederick‑town) in Frederick county, and state aforesaid, deceased, when he the said Matthias Zimmers made Mr. James Rumsey's machinery for the Steam‑boat‑‑That he, this deponent, did work

at the said James Rumsey's machinery‑That it was begun in the spring of the year 1786, and that no part of said machinery was begun before the time above mentioned by the said Zimmers, to the best of his knowledge‑and further that the said machinery was begun and finished in a shop adjoining Frederick Tombough's smith‑shop (which said Tombough was, as the deponent has been informed, in partnership in the smith's business at said time with said Zimmers) in which said Matthias Zimmers had his copper‑smith's fires for brazing &c. and further this deponent saith not.

Sworn before me 
JOHN MOALE.

The following certificate proves that Mr. Rumsey's machinery was made by Mr. Zimmers, in Frederick Town in the spring of 1786, their being but two Copper‑smiths in Frederick Town, viz. Messrs. Matthias Zimmers and Joshua Minshall, the certifier.

No. 20.

 This may certify, that I the subscriber, copper‑smith have resided in this town about three. years, during which time there has no copper‑smiths resided in the town except Mr. Matthias Zimmers and myself and that I was knowing to Mr. Zimmers making copper works for Mr. Rumsey's Steam boat, and am of opinion it was late in the spring or summer before said Rumsey took said works from Mr. Zimmers in the year 1786. As witness my hand, 29th. April 1788, at Frederick‑town, Maryland.

JOSHUA MINSHALL.

The foregoing testimonies I presume, will carry full conviction that Mr. Rumsey has shifted his dates, and has got two of his workmen to swear to it‑for Messrs. Barns and Morrow, if they had consulted their accounts, must have found that they had made a lapse of a whole year at least, and that the December, 1785, which they speak of must have been December, 1786.‑The circumstance of being stopped by the ice proves it to have been in the winter, and therefore must inevitably have been in the winter of 1786. But this was too late a date to serve their purpose of supplanting my claims and just rights, which I mean to maintain under the laws I have already obtained and have no doubt of succeeding in my applications to the other assemblies when they come to see my proofs and Mr. Rumsey's false datings. He has mentioned the obtaining part of his works from Baltimore, where I can also shew he has used the same want of candor, and it will confirm the proofs from Frederick Town.

It appears the four large cocks for his steam pipes and works, were bespoke of Christopher Raborg, in Baltimore,‑ by Mr. Barns, who the better to conceal the 14 designed purpose of the cylinders," told him they were for the warm springs in Virginia,‑ perap s a little mental reservation might cover this deviation from fact.‑But Mr. Raborg had no account thereof and could not give the time with precision‑though he believes they were made in the fall of 1785 ;‑the certificates, No. 20 and 21, which follow, prove that the time was certainly in the spring of 1786. As these certificates appear to refer only to cocks

I
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made for the warm springs, I bad considerable doubts about admitting them into my defence ; because Mr. Rumsey on finding that I proved them to be made in March, 1786, might (if he pleased) adhere to Mr. Barn's declaration of their being made for the warm springs and not for the steamboat: But I am now happy in having a confirmation under Mr. Rumsey's own band, published in Mr. Oswald's paper of the tenth instant, where he informs the public, 14 Mr. Raborg was the person who undertook to make cocks for my steam boat, and by him I shall prove that they were finished at the time be mentioned to Mr. Fitch, viz. the fall of 1785.11

Christopher Raborg's certificate is as follows

No. 2 1.

This may certify, that Mr. Joseph Barnes did bespeak of me four brass cocks, which he said were for the warm springs;‑that being disappointed by my journeyman, I got them made by Mr. Charles Weir & Co.‑said cocks I do believe were made in the fall of 1785, but have no charge made of them to ascertain the time with precision‑this I assert, as witness my band, at Baltimore this 26th day of April 1788.

No. 22.

CHRIST. RABORG.

The certificate of Charles Wier, who speaks with tolerable certainty of the works being made in the spring of 1786.


This may certify, that when I was in partnership with Isaac Causten, I made four brass cocks for Mr.

Christopher Raborg, for ‑,,which I received the Money and charged myself with it‑that my books are

destroyed and I cannot exactly recollect the time of their being made, but am persuaded it was early

in the spring in the year 1786 ‑ this further may certify, that I never made the exact number of four

cocks for said Raborg, except only that one time. As witness my hand, at Baltimore, 26th. day of

April 1788.
CHARLES WIER.

No. 23.

The certificate ‑of Isaac Causten, who ascertains upon good grounds that the said work was done and charged on the 29th March 1786.


This may certify, that I the subscriber with my partner Charles Wier, made four brass cocks for Mr. Christopher Raborg, and charged them on the partnership account‑said book has since been destroyed, but from some loose papers I found charged to Mr. Raborg on the company's account, on the 29th March 1786, four brass cocks, which with other accounts I have drawn out into my day book. Neither have I made the exact number of four cocks for him at any other time. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my band this 26th. day of April 1788.
ISAAC CAUSTEN.

The reader will doubtless, on an examination of two pamphlets perceive things in their true light, and that Mr. Rumsey made no pretence to use steam till after the failure of his boat on the principles exhibited at Bath, after I bad invested myself with an undoubted title by exhibiting the invention to Congress in August, 1785, and bad published it to the states of Virginia and Maryland, who became virtually bound to secure me the right. Mr. Rumsey prosecuting his works in secret, and appearing at this late day with antedated facts is a full proof that he bad no claim to the invention, nor is there any one principle of law or equity, on which be can found his pretensions. If be claims it on his thought Mr. Paine, Mr. Henry and Mr. Andrew Ellicott are long before him ; if on forming drafts without communicating them to the public, he must acknowledge Mr. Henry's priority ; but if it is to be decided, as it certainly must, by the established mode of public declaration on record, my title is indisputable. Being, therefore, certain of the stability of my claim, founded on the modes established

I
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in justice and policy, I have not a doubt but my country will secure and protect the right she has so deliberately granted to me. Under this security I embarked my time, my fortune, and reputation, and thus embarked, I am certain I have nothing to, fear ; but shall depend with full confidence on a continuance of that justice. which is due to the rights of the citizen, and the honor of my country.

Philadelphia, 10th. May, 1788. 
JOHN FITCH.

MS. Note.‑Philadelphia December 12th. 88

N. B. the publication of James Rumsey alluded to in my preface, is not annexed as it is expected his friends will send them forward. I am preparing a full confutation, as I believe, to the pretensions of said Rumsey to the steam‑boat, or boiler', which will shortly be published, until when I apprehend nothing will be done by any legislature to my prejudice. 
Jno : Fitch.

POSTSCRIPT.

Since this Pamphlet went to press a second edition of Mr. Rumsey's has been printed in this city, in which a short advertisement is prefixed and an extract of his own letter to General Washington which are as follow :

ADVERTISEMENT.

The following pages are taken from a pamphlet published in Virginia, to prove the author's prior right of applying steam, to propel boats, &c. as well as to establish the principles on which be has done it, a few copies were then thought sufficient for that purpose, but as Mr. Fitch intends to answer the pamphlet, it is therefore necessary to republish as much of it as respects Mr. Fitch, which is done with no other variation, from the original, than to correct a few of the omissions and mistakes that were introduced into the first publication, from the hurry in which it was done, (as the author at the time could not attend the press) and was circulated with an apology annexed to the postscript, for the imperfection of the impressions ; of these corrections, perhaps Mr. Fitch may take some notice, if he should, such part of the old pamphlet shall be reprinted (verbatim) to convince the Public that the subject has not been varied ; but a little better explained. The sophistry in Mr. Fitch's reply (should it contain what be informs me it does) is evidently calculated to make impressions, unfavourable of me, on the Public mind, and to wound the reputation of several respectable characters, I must therefore beg the Public's indulgence, to suspend their opinion for a few weeks, when I shall have it in my power to lay before them such additional statement of facts, supported by such respectable testimony, as will incontestibly prove the Unjustifiable steps Mr. Fitch has taken, to deprive the author of his discoveries, and to injure the reputation of sundry gentlemen.

No. 19 is added to this publication ; it is part of a letter wrote by the editor to his excellency General Washington, dated the 10th. of March 1785, which will show that the editor had fixed on a method of applying steam to propel a boat before Mr Fitch knew (from his own account of the matter) that steam bad ever been made use of for any purpose whatever ; how then is it possible he should have the prior right to this discovery ?,if it is asked who made the most promising experiment ? it would be found that my experiments two years since exceed the best he has ever made ; must I then be deprived of my discoveries, which are substantial, because I endeavored to keep them secret until perfected ? justice will never suffer it, I therefore with the greatest confidence look up to my countrymen for their support according to the merits of my cause, and have the honor of subscribing myself their 

Philadelphia, May 7, 1788.







most devoted humble servant

JAMES RUMSEY. 

[image: image7.png]



624

EARLY STEAM  NAVIGATION.

As to his advertisement I have fully proved that be made no experiment on his boat with Steam two years ago, his machinery being at that time in, Frederick‑town‑‑And his boat so far exceeding mine will also appear a wrong assertion as the greatest distance be pretends to have propelled his small boat per hour is four miles, and that appears to be mere ideal estimation. In my boat, by the same force applied, I let out three miles and a quarter per hour by the log line. This is departing from the merits of the dispute, but to convince the public of his assertion on this head being absurd, I shall introduce certificates No. 24, 25, 26. As to his request of suspending the public opinion, I rest my cause on solid and fair conclusions drawn from his pamphlet, a very safe and candid judgment may be formed of the merits of Mr. Rumsey's pretentions, it being evident that all his false assertions and false datings will never prove that two and two are not four.

No. 24.

These may certify, that the subscriber has frequently seen Mr. Fitch's Steam boat, which with great labour and perseverance be has at length compleated and has likewise been on board when the boat was worked against both wind and tide, with a very considerable degree of velocity by the force of Steam only. Mr. Fitch's merit in constructing a good Steam‑engine and applying it to so useful a purpose will no doubt meet with the encouragement he so justly deserves from the generosity of his countrymen, especially those who wish to promote every improvement of the useful arts in America.

Philadelphia, Dec, 12th, 1787. 
DAVID RITTENHOUSE.

No. 25.

Having also seen the boat urged by the force of Steam and having been on board of it when in motion, I concur in the above opinion of Mr. Fitch's merits.

No. 26.

JOHN EWING.

From the well known force of Steam. I was one of the first of those who encouraged Mr. Fitch to reduce his theory of a Steam‑boat to practice, in which be has succeeded far beyond my expectations. I am now fully of opinion that Steam‑boats maybe made to answer valuable purposes in facilitating the internal navigation of the United States, and that Mr. Fitch has great merit in applying a Steam‑engine to so valuable a purpose and entitled to every encouragement from his country and countrymen.

Philadelphia, December 13th 1787. 
ANDREW ELLICOTT.

Copy of M. Rumsey's Extract No. 19.

The
following is part of a letter, wrote by the editor, to his Excellency General Washington) dated the 10th. of March 1785.

After mentioning that kind of machine for propelling boats which the General had seen a model of, I proceed to say‑" I have taken the greatest pains to perfect another kind of boat, upon the principles I mentioned to you at Richmond in November last, and have the pleasure to inform you that I have brought it to great perfection ; it is true, it will cost something more than the other way, but, when in use, will be more manageable, and can be worked with as few bands; the power is immense‑and I have quite convinced myself that boats of passage may be made to go against the current of the Mississippi or Ohio rivers, or in the Gulf Stream (from the Leeward to the Windward‑Islands) from sixty to one hundred miles per day. I know this will appear strange and improbable to many persons, yet I am very certain it may be performed, besides, it is simple (when understood) and is also strictly Philosophical.

The principles of this boat I am very cautious not to explain, as it would be easily executed by an ingenious person.
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The plan I mean to pursue, is to put both the machines on board of boats* built on a large scale, and then, Sir, if you would be kind enough to see them make actual performances, I should not doubt but the assemblies would allow me something handsome, which would be more advantageous to the public than to give me the exclusive right of using them."

As to the extract of his letter to General Washington of the tenth of March 1785, it is nothing more than a declaration that be intended something ;‑that even if it was steam he meant to make use of, it was a profound secret which lie was then cautious not to explain. But let us take a view of this letter and I have no doubt but from the very wording of it, it will very clearly appear, that the utility of steam (if that was what he meant to convey) was with him at that time very doubtful and upon which he could have no kind of dependance: and holding up the idea of secresy so punctually, lest some artist, more ingenious than himself, should compleat a steam boat before him shews indubitably that be conceived it as an agent at a great distance from him and upon which he had no reliance or from which the public could then expect no advantage, and indeed I am confident that his ideas of a steam engine, (if any he bad which I much doubt) were very inferior to Messrs. Henry's, Ellicotts, Paine's &c. in the year 1778. but as no publication to the world took place by them, they are candid enough not to claim it as an invention of theirs. But should I even go so far as to admit he bad thoughts of applying steam, and that he intended exhibiting a steam‑boat to General Washington, it was nothing more than an invention be held in secret, on the 10th. of March 1785, and even by his declarations to Governor Johnson, if they were as early as October or November', 1785, he kept it then a secret‑nothing was imparted to the Public, therefore nothing due from them. I bad long before declared my intentions through Congress, and thereby invested myself with the indisputable title to my invention throughout the United States. Maryland and Virginia had virtually pledged the honor of their states to secure me in this right.‑Virginia has since supported that honor by cheerfully passing a law for that purpose, and Maryland I doubt not, as also other of the United States, will pay equal regard to justice and policy.

N. B. As the application of steam to vessels will undoubtedly claim the early attention of the world, as the least expensive and safest mode of navigation,‑‑I doubt not but the impartial public will yet, with pleasure, secure me in those rights, for which security, had I applied on the first exhibition of my scheme, would have been granted without murmur or delay ; but as a confidence in the honor of my country, and a want of finance, were then the preventatives, the delay certainly will not now operate against me ; as the utility of the invention more clearly appears, and thereby the attention of my country more reasonably claimed.

The following certificates were omitted in their proper places.

No. 1

I do certify that I was returning with John Fitch from Neshamany meeting some time in April, 1785, as near as I can recollect the time, when a gentleman and his wife passed by us in a riding chair he immediately grew inattentive to what I said. Some time after he informed me that at that instant the first idea of a steam‑boat struck his mind.
JAMES OGILBEE,

NO. 2

An extract of a letter from James Scout.

You are desirous of knowing from me when the first thought of a steam boat came in your bead; this I cannot tell, but this you told me, that in the month of April, 1785, you was travelling down

 *There were two boats connected, in the Model I exhibited at Bath in September 17873 which is the reason I speak of boats in the plural, as experiment had convinced me that a single boat would not succeed on that principle.

VOL. II.
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