P R E FA C E

AGREEABLY to a promise made in the Independant Gazetteer, I now present to the Public a reply

 to the Pamphlet published by Mr. Rumsey of Virginia,‑and as I have no matter to conceal, or

disguise, and wish my Readers to have a full and fair view of the whole controversy) I have reprinted

and
annexed Mr. Rumseys Pamphlet, which ‑will discover, to every impartial person who will take the

trouble to examine the subject, that he bath no sort of just pretensions to the claims he hath exhibited.​

His
skill in the mechanism of a Steam Engine, may possibly be greater than mine, and in‑ the article of

CONDENSATION I freely acknowledge he is my superior, having acquired the art of condensing (with the

dash of his pen) one whole year into the compass of six days.

Philadelphia, 10th. May 1788.

JOHN FITCH.
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T H E

O R I G I N A L

S T E A M‑B O A T

S U P P O R T E D, &c.

It is the duty of every man not only to avoid the commission of a crime, but so to conduct himself through life as to bear the strictest scrutiny.


In a Pamphlet published by Mr.. James Rumsey and lately circulated in this City, as well as probably in other States, I am charged as the perpretator of crimes attrocious in their nature, but of which my conscience fully acquits me. It is an exercise of malevolence in the extreme thus publicly to prefer charges against an innocent person without previously knowing or enquiring for the defence of the supposed offender, and shows an inability in the accuser to support his charges. Unfortunately for Mr. Rumsey, I trust we are now before an impartial Public, where Justice, unbiassed by party or undue influence, will decide between us‑Conscious of my conduct, in the prosecution of this business, being that of an honest man, it is incumbent on me to recite the circumstances, and facts relative thereto. 


I confess the thought of a Steamboat, which struck me by mere accident, about the middle of April 1785,* has hitherto been very unfortunate to me; the perplexities and embarrassments through which it has caused me to wade, far exceed any thing, that the common course of life ever presented to my

view. After pondering some days on the thought, I made a rough draught, but not daring to trust my own opinion too far, I consulted Mr. Daniel Longstreth, the Revd. Nathaniel Irvin and sundry other Gentlemen of Bucks county Pennsylvania.

About the beginning of June 1785, 1 ‑went to Philadelphia and shewed it to Dr. Ewing, Mr. Patterson and other respectable characters in the city, from whom I met with no discouragement. In June and July I formed models and in August laid them before Congress, as will appear on their Files. In September I presented them to the Philosophical Society, as per certificate.

*Vide No. 1 and 2.
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