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Show explores the artistic
drive mward abstraction

By Alan G. Artner
Tribuna an critic

herre are few better Indications of how the
art seene in Chicago has © ihan
=Art in the Abstract_ " the wonderful group
shorw ai the T ks Stite Museim Chicago Gal-
lery that hrings topother high poiints from e
ly 80 vears of abstract painting in the state.
Jusd a fow decades ago, much of this work was
Ignornd, and the assumption seemsl o be that
abstract ari constiiubed an "other™ Tmiition
secondary in gquality fo fantsatle GEurative
palnting as practiced by Ivin Albrtght and btor
Chicago painters known as Imagists, Abstract
painting kad a difficult time boing shown e,
and only two siErvovs wers us bree as this pro-
sent show, but both exhibited work by livingart-
ists and were not coneerned about history
“Art in the Abstract™ is much more ambi-

this is good, for sven viewers who never have
thought aboul artists’ motlvations can comie
way having betier understood the drive fo-
ward abstraction and key moments in its Chiea-
iro history, such as the visit of the 19
Show The extended wull Inbels et foviis on
lirwe, scale and other elemenls in coch pictore
s a5 8 helpful gulde to looking st abstract
art for amyone st insecure with it

Dewsnon (1B37-1965) is the undispoted “star™ of

amters

Mplihnﬂ"hrlpﬂqﬁlﬁmim
thee works in the exhibition on abstract ar,

the show, kaving coms o abstraction en hisown
af the same tHme o better-knosm Europsean
neers, (Mherexhibitions, af the Museoam aff .

memnt, ks he truly is the chiy's frsl groad ouoderm
painter and & brillkang self mught originel.
The show & likewise pood in presenting
smaller figures such as Carl Kohler, Myron Koz
min, Willlam Schwarte, Richard Koppe and Ha-
dolph Welsenborn, who created powerful sb-

0 penersihm, Here (hey assme
their rightful place in the developmont of ob-
siraetion |n Tincks, and the exhibition wonld
b thinner without them.

Most of the artisis still working —
Carswell, Wilkknm Conger; Julia Fish, Susan Mi-
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Manierre Dawson [1887-1989),
duced, created this work tithed
stract” ot the lllinois State Museumn Chicago

troduction amd t'mmm il mmmphn*n

arE

s, Enihulhﬂunn:q:lhmml;h
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became a poetie lamdseapist. His 1974

“Whistling in the Derk”™ |2 a delicate addition

the most advanced abstract painter
" It is one of the pleces belng shown in

EVET pIo-
in the Ab-

thit helps make the sxhibithon both beaotifol
and stirring.
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