626

EARLY STEAM NAVIGATION.

Street road in company Mr. James Ogilbee and Mr. Sinton passing you on Street road, that then the first thought occurred to you of a Steam‑boat, and the month of May or June following you shewed me a plan of your machine on paper, this truth I shall seek no further testimony to support; 'tis too generally known ; let them that doubt it come and hear more from

Your humble Servant,

April 15th. 1788. 
JAMES SCOUT

No. 5

This is to certify, that Mr. John Fitch called upon William Henry, Esquire, my late husband in his life time, about two years and a half since, when Mr. Fitch shewed to him drafts and a model of a machine how to propel a boat through the water; And further, that I have frequently beard Mr. Henry applying steam as a mean to urge boats through the water by force of it, and that be bad proposed laying a model of a machine, for that purpose, before the Philosophical Society long before Mr. Fitch called upon him.

Witness my hand, this 12th, day of May, 1788. 




ANN HENRY.

Test.

   JNO. Jos. HENRY.

FINIS.

[N. Y. Assembly Papers.]


Philadelphia October 18th 

No 1

We whose names are hereunto subscribed do certify that we have been in John Fitch's Steam boat of 60 feet in length in the River Delaware when the said boat was propelled through the water with a considerable degree of velocity regularly & uniformly without any manual Labor, by the force of Steam and We are Clearly of opinion that the Rivers of America may be navigated by the means of Steam Boats and that the present Boat would be very useful on the Western waters. John Ewing Robt Patterson Andrew Ellicott John Smilie David Redick






John Ewing

James Hucheson






Robt Patterson

T. Y. Matlack






Andrew Ellicott

Chass Pettit






John Smilie

J. B. Smith






David Redick

David Rittenhouse

No 2

This may Certify that on the twelfth instant we the Subscribers went in Mr. John Fitch's Steam Boat, from this city to the city of Burlington twenty miles in the space of three hours and ten minutes, there being upwards of thirty passengers on Board, and that said Boat was propelled thro' the water entirely by the force of Steam ; and from our own observations we are of opinion that the discovery which Mr. Fitch has made may be of much service to inland Navigation.

Philadelphia Octr. 18th. 1788







John Poor









 John Ely.
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No. 3.

On the 16th. Instt, I was on board Mr. Fitch's Steam Boat in the River Delawar saw it perform, and I do Certify that it was impelled by the force of steam at the rate of at least four miles an hour against the strength of tide and am fully convinced the force applied to that boat, would be sufficient to carry it against the most rapid waters, between the mouth of French Creek on the Allegany & the Mouth of Muskingum on the Ohio, and that on an average it would carry it between Three and four miles an hour on any of the Western Waters.

Philadelphia 18th. Octr. 1783.







Jona. Heart Capt, 

1 U. S. Regt.

No. 4.

This may certify that I the Subscriber was one of the Committee appointed in March 1786 by the General Assembly of this state, on the petitions of John Fitch and Arthur Donaldson respecting their several schemes for the Improvement of navigation by means of Steam Engines, When Mr. Donaldson produced his plan to the Committee for drawing Water in at, or near the Bottom and forcing it out abaft as a means of propelling a Vessel forward.

The Committee having fully heard the petitioners and afterwards viewed Mr Fitch's model of an invention for moving a boat by means of a Steam Engine, agreed to make a report to the House in his favour.

]Philadelphia Augt 7th 1788







James Irvine.

No. 5.

Mr Fitch in his explanation of this draft, to me, before lit presented it to the Philosophical Society, mentioned that his intention of conveying the waters from his forcing pump in a Tube that passed thro' the fire, was that it might thereby be set a boiling before it entered in the receiver, lest the cold water mixing with the boiling water in the receiver should impede the generation of the Steam‑‑









Indorsed



John Ewing



 









Presented to the Society Sept. 27th 1785


R. Patterson Sec'y

No. 6.

I William Cavenagb notary and Tabellion public in and for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by Lawful Authority duly admitted and sworn dwelling in the City of Philladelphia in the said Commonwealth Do hereby Certify and attest unto all whom it doth or may Concern That the aforegoing writings from No 1, to 6 Do Contain just and true Copies of Original Certificates to me the said notary bona fide produced by John Fitch in the said Certificates named, and that I have Carefully Compared the said Copies with their respective Originals and do find them exactly to agree with each other. And I do hereby further Certify that the several Gentlemen who have signed and Subscribed their names to the said Certificates now are, or heretofore have been in the pests, Trusts or employments hereinafter following their respective names vizt John Ewing Provost of the University and vice president of the Philosophical Society.

Robert Patterson professor of Mathematics and natural Pbilosophy‑‑and one of the Secretaries of the Philosophical Society..

Andrew Ellicott professor of Mathamaticks and Astronomy in the Episcopal Accad'y‑​
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John Smilee (present) member of the. Honrble the supreme Executive Council for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

David Redick, Vice President of the S. E. Council aforesaid.

James Hutchinson one of the Secretaries, of the Philosophical Society.

Timothy Matlack (late) Secretary to the S. E. Council aforesaid.

Charles Pete (late) member of Congress for the Commonwealth aforesaid.

Jonathan Bayard Smith (late) prothonotary of the Court of Common pleas for the City & County of Philadelphia.

David Rittenhouse Treasurer for the Commonwealth aforesaid.

John Poor, Teacher of the young Ladies Accd'y‑​

John Ely, Teacher of Arch Street School​

Jonathan Heart Captain of the first United States, Regt

In Testimony whereof I the said notary have hereunto set my hand affixed my seal of Office of notary at Philadelphia aforesaid the twelfth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty eight

Wm Cavanaugh, Notary Public &c 1788.

To the Honorable the Representatives for the *Commonwealth of Pennsylvania


The petition of John Fitch of the city of Philadelphia humbly Sheweth

That he hath this morning seen with surprise in the public papers, that a petition has been presented to your honorable body by James Rumsey praying you to grant him an exclusive right to the use of Steam boats, the very right which by special Act of Assembly passed the 28th of March 1787, is vested in your petitioner, who is confident he need do no more than remind the Honorable House that such a law exists, when be conceives it will be even unnecessary to pray that you will not grant that to another which has already been granted to him‑Justice, Honor and dangerous president forbid the depriving an honest citizen of the fruits of his dear earned labour and to whom the faith of the government has been so solemnly pledged‑the very attempt to draw the House into such a measure, is your petitioner conceives offering them the greatest indignity‑Your petitioner's property in the exclusive right to all Steam boats in the State of Pennsylvania is as firmly established in him as the right of any man in the state to his House or his Farm he therefore trusts that Honor of the House to protect him from so cruelly an intended injury‑and your petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray.

Philada September 6th 1788. 








JOHN FITCH.

A true copy from the original read September 6. 1788.

J. SHALLUS Asst. Clk. of the General Assembly.

To the Honorable the House of Representatives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

The petition of Henry Voght of the city of Phiadelphia, humbly sheweth.

That your petitioner has long turned his attention to improvements in mechanics and be presumes was not an unuseful Citizen during the war as his various manufacturing machines will evince Since the building of Mr. Fitch's Steam boat your petitioner has been much consulted, employed and part interested in its completion. That during the many experiments and consultations about the best mode of constructing an engine on board a boat your petitioner foresaw the great inconvenience of the usual mode of boiling water and amongst a number of other projects your petitioner conceived that water might be boiled in a pipe, a drawing of which he made in the spring of 1786 and in June showed it to Timothy

[image: image2.png]
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Matlack Esqr & Mr. John Nacarrow both of them Gentlemen of great mechanical knowledge from whom be bath obtained Certificates but Mr. Fitch was advised not to go out of the old way. The attempt therefore first made on the Steam boat was with the accustomed heavy boiler which so loaded the boat that Mr. Fitch determined to take it out and introduce a boiler more suited to the purpose accordingly preparations were made for a Pipe boiler which is now executed and the boat working with it exactly on the principles and form exhibited to Mr. Matlack and Mr. Nacarrow‑Your petitioner hearing that a Mr. Rumsey was to come to town and that he pretended to the exclusive right to a Pipe boiler your petitioner made an entry of his said boiler with the Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas of the city of Philadelphia being told the copy rights of books were there entered and he conjectured such entry in a public office might secure to him in Pennsylvania the exclusive right to the same as death in such case would not deprive the public of the discovery.

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays your honorable House will be pleased to grant to him and his Heirs the exclusive right to the emoluments of the same for the term of fourteen years or such term as the honorable House may think it deserves‑and your petitioner as in duty bound &c,

Philada. September 6th. 1788 







Henry Voight.


A true Copy from the Original





J. Shallus Asst Clk of the Genl. Assembly.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of James Rumsey, John Fitch and Henry Voight beg leave to report

That having examined the said petitions and with great attention beard the Parties in support of their Respective claims are unanimously of opinion that the law which grants to John Fitch an exclusive Right to all Boats propelled by Fire and Steam, hath not only secured unto him his Heirs &c. the exclusive right to the method he had then invented for the purpose of applying the powers of Fire or Steam in order to propel Boats, but also whatsoever improvements be may make himself or obtain from others during the time limited by said Law. And however improper so extensive a Law may be in its principles yet considering that upon a faith of the said Law several Citizens have spent much labour and money for which they are not yet reimbursed‑and notwithstanding the Legislature may have a right to Repeal Laws which convey grants that are highly injurious to the General Welfare yet the resuming such Legislative grants ought never to be done unless. upon the most pressing necessity.

Your Committee therefore beg leave to offer the following resolutions, viz.

Resolved that the prayer of the petition of James Rumsey be granted, excepting so far as it respects the propelling of Boats by the force of Fire or Steam.

Resolved that the prayer of the petition of Henry Voight cannot be granted.

The above is a true Copy of the original report remaining on the files of the General Assembly.

J. Shallus Asst, Clerk.

Philadelphia 13th, December 1788.

Honoured Sir :

As it is so very inconvenient for me to attend your Assembly this Session to answer the repeated vexatious Claims of  James Rumsey I have taken the Liberty to enclose to you a petition to your Honorable House, several Certificates, a Pamphlet, a Report of the Committee of Pennsylvania &c all which I pray you to lay before your Honorable House.

There is one part of the pamphlet which may require a little explaining as they binge much and their whole dependance of the Pipe Boiler rests on it where speaking of Mr. Voight and the Pipe

I
I
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Boiler Page 14 1 say that I am indebted to him alone for the improvement yet it cannot be denied but I laid a Drawing of a Pipe Boiler before the Philosophical Society many months before he pretends to have [done so] therefore I hope your House will not [conceive his words] to convey more than the very expression itself [and that they] may not be construed instead of an improvement that they shall convey the Idea that I am indebted to him for the invention. 


        I am hardly let in a belief that your Honorable House will take up his Petition but refer it over to Congress, yet ‑should they do it, I pray that I may be notified of it.

I also pray you Sir as soon as this shall come to hand to let me have information by Post otherwise for fear of miscarriage in a reasonable time I shall have to be at the expense and trouble of forwarding another Package to you which will ever lay me under the obligation of subscribing myself




your most devoted much obliged 








and very humble Servant
JOHN FITCH.
To the Honourable the Speaker of the Assembly of New York.

 Endorsed,



John Fitch


                                              Papers and certificates


                                              relative to his steam Boat

Addressed,

Hon'ble Speaker of the General Assembly 
of the State of New York
 at Albany.

This may certify that I have been made acquainted with Mr. John Fitch's plan of Propelling vessels thro' the water by the force of steam and if it should answer in practice as well as in theory I am of opinion that it promises success and deserves the notice of the Legislature.

New‑York February 22d. 1787. 
Christopher Colles.

State of Pennsylvania

                                                                In General Assembly

  Friday September 8th. 1786 A. M.

The report read September 6 on the petition of John Fitch was read the second time as follows. viz.

The committee on the petition of John Fitch, report That they have received his model of an invention for moving a boat by means of a steam‑engine, of which they entertain a favorable opinion

That the said Fitch represents to the committee, that be has begun a boat for navigating on the river Delaware ; but which from the narrowness of his funds be shall not be able to compleat without some public assistance.

The committee conceiving the design, if executed will be of considerable public utility recommend the following resolution :

Resolved that a committee be appointed to bring in a Bill to authorise the supreme executive council to direct payment of John Fitch's drafts to any amount not exceeding in the whole the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds, on proof made to them that the money so drawn for has been applied to the purpose of compleating his steam‑boat, they taking his security for repayment thereof in twelve months.

And on the question will the house adopt the same report ?

It was carried in the negative










Extract from the minutes

J. Shallus Asst Clerk.
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Your Committee on the Petition of John Fitch report,

That they have viewed his boat, which be proposes to propel against the Stream by the agency of Steam, and altho' the apparatus necessary to the same is not yet so compleat as to afford demonstration, yet your committee entertain no doubt of a full and effectual Completion thereof. 

In order therefore to encourage a further improvement in so useful an Art propose the following resolution.

RESOLVED, That the petitioner have leave to bring in a Bill agreeably to the prayer of his petition.

The above is a true copy of the original remaining on the files of the General Assembly and whereupon the Resolution of the House of the sixteenth of November last was founded, Philadelphia February 20th, 1787

J. Shallus Asst Clerk,

 of the Genl Assembly.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of John Fitch of Bucks county in Pennsylvania Report

That having examined the certificates and other papers presented to your Committee by the said John Fitch, they are of Opinion that in order to encourage a further Improvement in so useful an Art; a Bill be brought in for the purpose of granting to the said John Fitch an exclusive right of Navigating boats by the force of Steam or Fire for a certain time, agreeable to the prayer of his petition.

To the honorable the Legislature of the state of New‑York in Senate and Assembly convened.

The petition of John Fitch of Bucks county in the state of Pensylvania humbly sbewetb.

That your petitioner has lately invented a method of propelling vessels through the water by the force of steam which be flatters himself is reduced to a moral. certainty and will be a very great improvement on navigation and that he has a boat nearly completed to navigate on the river Delaware by the agency thereof

That the states of New Jersey and Delaware have patronised his scheern so far as to give him an exclusive right for said boats for the term of fourteen years and the state of Pennsylvania have passed a law for public consideration similar thereto‑That your petitioner has invented a method of rowing boats by oars worked by cranks which was never heretofore used which applies not only to the force of steam but the strength of a horse or any other power to equally as good advantage as men with oars whereby inland navigation must be benefited nearly as much as the labour of horses is cheaper than the labour of men. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that your honourable body will take into their consideration said improvements, and grant your petitioner such encouragement as in their wisdom shall seem proper‑And your petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray

     New York February 21st 1787








 JOHN FITCH 

     Endorsed,

A petition of John Fitch

Praying an exclusive Privilege for a limited Time of constructing vessels to be propelled thro' the water by the force of steam.

In Assembly February 24th 1787 read and referred to Mr. Sickles Mr. Jones & Mr. Hamilton February 27th 1787.

Mr Sickles reported‑see the Report annexed‑a Bill was bro't in pursuant to the prayer of the petition.
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To the honourable the representatives of the state of New York in General assembly met

     Gentleman whereas your petitioner has. formed a plan for facilitating the navigation of Rapid Rivers he therefore doth propose to construct a Certain Species of Boat of the Burthen of Ten Tons, which shall sail or be propell'd by the Combin'd Influences of Certain mechanical powers there to apply'd the distance of Between Twenty five to forty miles per day against the Current of a rapid river notwithstanding the velocity of the water should move at the Rate of five miles per hour and upwards ; with the burthen of Ten tons on Board to be wrought at no greater Expense than that of three hands; and as a premium for so useful an Invention your petitioner prays for an act to pass this honourable house of Assembly Granting to your petitioner his heirs and assigns the sole and Exclusive right of Constructing navigating and employing Boats Constructed after his new invented model upon each and every Creek, River, Bay Inlet & harbour within the Limits and Jurisdiction of this commonwealth, for and during the term of Ten years fully to be Compleated and ended to be Computed from the first day of January 1785 provided always that the Legislature of this Commonwealth may at any time abolish the Exclusive Right herein prayed for, by paying to your petitioner his heirs or assigns the sum of ten thousand pounds in gold or silver & your petitioner as in duty bound shall pray.

Endorsed, 









James Rumsey.

James Rumsey's Petition to the State of New York.

GENL. WASHINGTON'S OPINION OF Mi. RUMSEY'S INVENTION.

I have seen the model of Mr. Rumsey's Boats, Constructed to work against Stream examined the powers, upon which it acts ; been eye witness to an actual experiment in Running water of some rapidity; and give it as my opinion (altho, I had little faith before) that he has discovered the art of working Boats by mechanism and small manual assistance against Rapid Currents; that the Discovery is of vast Importance; may be of the greatest usefulness in our Inland navigation ; and if it succeeds of which I have no doubt that the value of it is greatly enhanced by the simplicity of the works ; which when seen and explained to may be executed by the most Common mechanic.

Given under my band at the Town of Bath, County of Berkely in


the State of Virginia this 7th of Septr 1784 
            Go. WASHINGTON.

A true Coppy Compared with the orgl

New York Deer 3, 1784‑1 do certify that I have seen the original, of which the within is a copy, and believe the whole to have been writen by General Washington with whose handwriting I am perfectly acquainted


Endorsed 








Ben Walker formerly aid De


      A copy of Gen Washington's voucher






      Camp to his Excell'y













Genl Washington











Philada Decr 9th 1788

SIR


I think it proper to inform you that I am about to set off for Albany where I propose to be on the

15th inst in Order to present a Petition to the Legislature of the State of New York in Behalf of Mr.

James Rumsey praying a grant of the exclusive Privilege of constructing and using within that state his



a
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model‑ of propelling Vessels by the Force of Steam & the Boilers by him invented for generating in Order ‑that you may be heard if you think proper to attend---

yours &c Joseph Barnes 

attorney for James Rumsey

Mr. John Fitch

On the tenth day of December Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and eighty eight; Before me Clement Biddle esquire Notary and Tabellion public for the commonwealth of Pennsylvania duly commissioned and qualified, and one of the Justices of the court of common pleas for the city and County of Philadelphia dwelling in the said city Personally came George Kemp who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose and say That on the day of the date hereof at the request of Joseph Barnes attorney for James Rumsey he went to the dwelling or Lodging of Mr John Fitch and in presence of Joseph Barnes attorney for James Rumsey as aforesaid delivered to the said John Pitch a true copy of the paper writing contained on the other side hereof and further saith not

George Kemp


Sworn as above before me



Quod attestor



Clement Biddle

Not Pub & J. C. C. P. 1788.

Virginia











Richmond November 17th 1784.

To all whom it may concern

I do hereby certify that a Bill " giving unto James Rumsey his heirs and assigns the sole and exclusive Right of constructing navigating and employing Boats after his new invented model for the term of Ten years to be computed from the first day of January next" has passed the House of Delegates of this state with this Proviso 11 that the exclusive right therein granted may at any time be abolished by the Legislature of this Commonwealth upon the payment unto the said Rumsey his Heirs or assigns the sum of Ten thousand Pounds in Gold or silver, and that the said Bill is to be sent up to the Senate for their concurrence as soon as they shall have formed a I‑louse.

Jno Tyler, S. H. D.

New York ss :

James McMechen of Berkeley County in Virginia being duly sworn on the Holy evangelists deposeth and saith that the above is a true Copy of a certificate in his possession subscribed with the name of' John Tyler speaker of the House of Delegates of Virginia, that the Deponent knows the Hand writing and subscribing of the said John Tyler and does verily believe his name subscribed tothe said Certificate to be of the Hand writing of the said John Tyler‑That the said Certificate was delivered to the Deponent by the said James Rumsey therein named at the City of Richmond in Virginia at which time and place several of the Gentlemen of the House of Delegates were present and did see and read the said Certificate‑and further the Deponent saith not.

James McMechen.

Sworn the third day of Decr 1784

before me





John McKesson Not Pub.

 VOL. II.
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To the honourable The Legislature of the State of New York in Senate and Assembly convened

The Petition Of JAMES RUMSEY of Berkeley County in the State of Virginia by Joseph Barnes at present of the City of Philadelphia his attorney for the special Purpose duly constituted

Most respectfully sheweth

That your Petitioner bath invented a mode of raising Water in great Quantities to any Height from below or above the surface of the Earth by means of Steam acting upon two pistons at the same time, whereby mines may be drained, Cities or farming Grounds be watered, and mills supplied with a constant Stream at an expence far less than by any mode hitherto used or invented, a Draft or Specification of which Invention with an Explanation of its Use is ready to be delivered to this Honble House & to be filed on Record in any public Office which they may think most proper to preserve the same ;

Your Petitioner therefore prays that this Honble House will be pleased to give him Leave to introduce a Bill to be enacted into a Law granting & securing to your Petitioner his Executors Administrators and Assigns the Exclusive right and Privilege of making constructing and using machines for raising Water for all Purposes whatsoever by the Action of Steam applied to two Pistons at the Same time, in the manner and upon the principles by him invented & defined in, the said Draft Explanation and Specification.









And your Petitioner &ca

James Rumsey,

        By Joseph Barns.

his attorney.



 1788

Endorsed,
No. 52,


     A petition of James Rumsey by Joseph Barnes his attorney praying an exclusive Right of making constructing and using machines for raising water (by means of steam) for all purposes whatever.

      In Assembly December 23d 1788. Read and Referred to Mr. G Livingston Mr. Havens and Mr. Van Cortlandt

The Committee to whom were referred the Petition of James Rumsey setting forth that be bath invented a new method of propelling Boats by Steam, and bath made improvements in divers Engines and Machines and Praying for an exclusive Right to the same for a limited time, and the Petition of John Fitch praying that the Prayer of the Petition of the said James Rumsey may not be granted ; and the Petition of John Stevens setting forth that be bath invented a method of propelling Boats by steam that he does not interfere with the pretensions of either the said James Rumsey or John Fitch‑Report

That they have examined the Petitions of the said James Rumsey and John Fitch with the papers and affidavits accompanying the same and are of opinion that the said James Rumsey bath by actual experiment ascertained the practicability of propelling boats by the agency of Steam in a mode and on principles different from those heretofore used by the said John Fitch, but that the act securing to John Fitch the exclusive Right of propelling Boats by the force of Fire or steam for a limited time, is conceived in such general terms that it would be improper to vacate any part of the said grant without giving both the Parties a bearing; but the Committee are further of opinion that nothing in the said Act securing to John Fitch the exclusive Right of propelling Boats by Fire or Steam can be construed to prevent the Legislature from securing to James Rumsey for a limited time the exclusive right of generating steam by his new invented method of a Pipe Boiler, and further that they have examined the Petition of John Stevens and the Draughts accompanying the same and are of Opinion that the method proposed by him for propelling boats by steam does Dot materially differ in its principles from the mode proposed by James Rumsey and that he stands in the same situation with respect to John Fitch as
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the said James Rumsey and further that the committee have prepared the draught of a Bill securing to James Rumsey the exclusive right to his inventions for a limited time which they have directed their Chairman to report to the House.

To the honourable the Legislative Council and General Assembly of the state of New York


The Petition of JOHN FITCH of the City of Philadelphia humbly sheweth


That your Petitioner received notice on the 10th of this Inst from Joseph Barnes attorney for James Rumsey, that he was about to petition your honourable House for an exclusive right to a Steam Boat and a Pipe Boiler. 


Your Petitioner humbly begs leave to represent that by a law passed in the year 1787, your honourable Legislature vested in your Petitioner the exclusive Right for a term of years of propelling Vessels through the Water by the agency of Steam, which exclusive Right bath also been granted him in the States of New Jersey, Pensylvania and Delaware, to whose several Legislatures James Rumsey bad made application with a view of' destroying the Right of your Petitioner, under the pretence of using a different mode in application of Steam to the propelling of Boats and also under a pretence of an invention of boiling water in a pipe for the purpose of creating Steam, which idea of boiling in a Pipe was by your Petitioner laid before the Philosophical Society in Philadelphia some months before the time assum'd by the said Rumsey, as the period of his first invention, and that the mode of propelling by forcing water out abaft, which he claims as his invention, was published by Mons. Bernoulli in the year 1738, consequently was open to common use, and thereby included in the Law to your Petitioner.

Your Petitioner bath successfully opposed the said Rumsey in his applications to the said Assemblies, and bath hitherto preserved his Rights inviolate, the report of the Committee of Seven leading Members of the honorable Assembly of Pennsylvania, after a debate of five days, supported on the side of Mr. Rumsey by an eminent Attorney at Law, your Petitioner begs leave to annex herewith. Since which he has made two fruitless attempts to destroy my just and legal Rights in the state of Delaware and New Jersey;

In Virginia your petitioner bath also obtained an exclusive Right being the State in which said Rumsey resided, without the least opposition from him or any of his friends, notwithstanding from my first petitioning that Assembly, to obtaining the Law was more than one Year and Eleven Months, your Petitioner bath not hitherto been informed whether he has made application in that State or not, but doubts not from the justness and stability of that honourable Body that they will not take his just Rights from him without hearing the defence of your Petitioner.

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays, that in case a Petition should be presented by the said attorney, which may interfere with your Petitioner's Rights, either in the Steam Boat or the Pipe Boiler, so long in use in your Petitioners Boat on the River Delaware and a Machine necessary for the completion of that design for which your Law was given, he humbly prays to be heard in the defence of his Rights. Your petitioner is perfectly willing to rest the justice of his claim, either before your honourable House or before the New Congress, if your honourable House should judge it most expedient to refer the same to them.

Your Petitioner begs leave to observe, that such repeated vexatious applications seem calculated to divert your Petitioner from pursuing the business of the Boat, or to promote a clashing of Laws amongst the different States, or to destroy his resources in defending his just Rights, and prevent him from compleating the great undertaking he has now on hands.

I
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Your Petitioner humbly begs leave to represent, that be bath expended a great portion of his time, and a great sum of money in perfecting said Boat, in full confidence of enjoying an uninterrupted possession of the several grants to him made.

Under the said confidence a number of Gentlemen have advanced money to a‑very considerable amount hoping to benefit themselves as well as their Country thereby. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that the grant made to him, may not be permitted to be violated or invaded by a subsequent pretender, and considering the very great and expensive journey, and my inabilities to perform it, not only on account of the great expense but the infirmities of body occasioned by Rheumatick pains, and the great confidence reposed in your honourable Legislature of keeping inviolate the solemnitys of their Laws. However convenient it might be for me to attend, I am of opinion that it would be altogether unnecessary.

But should your honorable House think proper to take up the business, I humbly, pray that I may be seasonably notified by your honourable House for the defence of my just and Legal Rights, and that they may not be taken from me without the opportunity of being heard in my own defence.

Your Petitioner humbly begs leave to refer your honourable House to the annexed Papers and Pamphlets, accompanying this

     And your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray.






JOHN FITCH.
To the Honorable Legislature of the State of New‑York in Senate and Assembly convened.

THE
PETITION OF JAMES RUMSEY OF BERKELY COUNTY, IN THE STATE OF VIRGINIA 

     Most Respectfully Sheweth,

      That your petitioner has been several years employed, with unremitted attention , and at a great expense, in inventing, and bringing to perfection, sundry machines and engines ; namely, one for propelling boats on the water, by the power of steam, which has been already accomplished in experiments, on a boat of about six tons burthen ; another machine, constructed on similar principles, for raising water at a small expence, to be applied to the working of mills of different kinds, as well as to various useful purposes in agriculture ; a new invented boiler for generating steam ; and also other machines, by means of which Grist and Saw Mills may be so improved in their construction, by a very cheap, and simple machine, as to require the application of much less water, than is necessary in the common mode.

Your petitioner humbly conceives, that advantages of great importance to the agriculture and mercantile interests of the United States, may be derived from the use and employment, therein, of the before mentioned engines and machines ; but be begs leave to represent to the honorable Legislature, that, without some encouragement and support from the government, be will not be enabled to prosecute his discoverys, and to carry his aforesaid inventions and improvements into execution

.Whereby the public would be deprived of the benefits that might result from them ; and your petitioner greatly injured, by the sacrifices be has made of his time and property.

Your petitioner deems it unnecessary, in this stage of his application to your honorable body; to enter into a detail of the nature and principles of the improvements, to which his present petition relates : He therefore takes the liberty of referring to the printed papers, herewith presented, for further information on the subject, and he flatters himself, that on mature consideration, your honorable body will be fully satisfied, both of the practicability of his plans, and of their importance, as an object of great public utility‑Under this impression, be respectfully solicits the patronage of the Legislature of this state.

Your Petitioner therefore prays, that the honorable Legislature, as the guardians and trustees of the public prosperity, will be pleased to enact a law, granting as a reward for his before mentioned
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inventions and improvements, an exclusive right to him, his executors, administrators and assigns, of constructing, navigating and employing, for, a certain term of years, within this state, the several boats, engines, and machines, by him invented and improved.

And your petitioner humbly submits to the judgement of this house whether in consideration of the great expence he has already incurred in the prosecution of his objects, and the further charges which must necessarily attend the completion' of his plans, the exclusive right prayed for should not be vested for such a term, as might afford him an honorable compensation; proportioned to his services.

JAMES RUMSEY.

Endorsed,



1788

                            James Rumsey's Petition

In Assembly Dec. 18th 1788

Read & Referred with the Pamphlet & papers attending the same to Mr G. Livingston Mr. Havens & Mr. Van Cortlandt

Extract of the printed minutes of the Assembly of the state of Virginia​

Saturday Novr 15th 1788.

" A petition of James Rumsey, by George Morrow his attorney in fact, was presented to the house and read setting forth, that he is the original discoverer and inventor of sundry machines and engines, for propelling boats on the water by the power of steam ; for which an exclusive priviledge was granted by an act of the last assembly to a certain John Fitch, that be is well prepared to prove his prior claim to the said discovery, as also to manifest the advantages thereof, and praying that the act in favour of the said John Fitch, may be repealed.

Ordered that the said petition be referred to Mr. Trage, Mr. Henry, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Carlins, Mr. Bland, Mr. White, Mr. David Stuart, Mr. Carrington and Mr. King, that they do examine the matter thereof & report the same with their opinion thereupon to the House."

Thursday the 20th of November, 1788

11 The speaker laid before the house a letter and petition of John Fitch, praying that be may still enjoy the exclusive priviledge of conducting steamboats within this state, which was granted to him, 

by an Act of the last session of Assembly ; and, that all attempts to interfere with this right, may be disregarded ; which was read and ordered to referred, to the committee to whom the petition of James Rumsey was referred."

Fryday the .21st of November 1788.‑​

"Mr. David Stuart reported from the committee to whom the petitions of James Rumsey and John Fitch were committed, that the committee bad according to order, had the same under their consideration, and had agreed upon a report, and came to several resolutions thereupon, which be read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerks table, when the same were again twice read, and agreed to by the house as followeth :"


"Whereas James Rumsey hath complained to the General Assembly, that the exclusive priviledge granted to John Fitch, by the Act intituled" An Act Granting to John Fitch the exclusive privilege of constructing and navigating boats impelled by fire or steam for a limited time," hath been obtained to the injury of him the said James Rumsey, upon a misrepresentation, that the said John Fitch was the original author of the invention therein mentioned.
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And whereas it appears to the satisfaction of your committee, from the testimony produced to them, that the said Rumsey's representation is just, and that be is the original author of the invention mentioned in the said act.--

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That the act passed at the last session of the general Assembly, intituled 11 An act granting to John Fitch the exclusive privilege of constructing and navigating boats impelled by fire or steam, for a limited time" ought to be repealed.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the petition of the said John Fitch, in opposition thereto be rejected.

Ordered that a Bill or Bills be brought in, pursuant to the last resolution) and that the said Committee, do prepare and bring in the same."

A true extract from the minutes 

     

     examined 



        By Gilbert Livingstone

          Endorsed








             
11th. February 1789‑Albany.

Extract from the minutes of the House of Assembly of Virginia on the Petition &c. of James Rumsey.

An ACT for vesting in JAMES RUMSEY, Esquire, the exclusive right and privilege of making, using and vending divers engines, machines and devices, by him invented, or improved, for a term of years therein mentioned.


WHEREAS James Rumsey, of Berkeley county, in Virginia,. bath represented to this House, that he

bath invented, or improved (livers engines, machines, and devices, hereinafter particularly mentioned, upon

principles and constructions not before used, and by actual experiments, bath demonstrated the practica​-

bility and utility thereof, and bath in the office of
plans of the said several inventions and

improvements, with explanations thereof, in order particularly to designate and distinguish them from

other engines, machines, and devices heretofore used for purposes somewhat similar. Which engines,

machines and devices, are called by the following names, and known by the following distinguishing

characters, viz.

RUMSEY'S PIPE BOILER, for the more ample and easy generating of steam, by passing a small quantity of water through an incurvated tube, placed in a furnace, whereby the action of fire is communicated to the water and steam in all its passage from the entrance to the exit, and which kind of boiler can be easily adapted to every species of fire or steam engines.

RUMSEY'S STEAM BOAT, a practical mode of propelling vessels by means of the reaction of a stream of water, forced by the agency of steam through a trunk or cylinder, parallel to the keel, out at the stern.

RUMSEY'S IMPROVEMENT UPON SAVERY'S MACHINE, or steam engine, whereby water may be raised in great quantities to any reasonable height, for the turning of mills, or for agricultural or other purposes.

RUMSEY'S IMPROVEMENT UPON DOCTOR BARKER'S MILL, a mode by which millstones and other machinery, requiring a I circular or retrograde motion, may be turned by or worked with a smaller quantity of water than by any plan yet exhibited to the public, and entirely free from the difficulties which prevented Doctor Barker's invention from coming into use.

RUMSEY'S CYLINDRIC SAW MILL, or a mode by which mill saws and all other machinery, requiring an alternately opposite motion, whether perpendicular or horizontal, may be worked without the loss of the weight or force of any part of the water used. 
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AND WHEREAS it is highly proper, that ingenious men who by their labours and study contrive and invent improvements in arts and sciences, should be rewarded by the community, in proportion to the advantages resulting from the usefulness of their inventions; and as the most proper mode of ascertaining the utility of any new invention of improvement, must be experience ; and as the exclusive ‑right and privilege of making, using, and vending to others, such newly invented engines, machines and inventions, is not only the most cheap and frugal, but the most certain way of rewarding inventors according to their several merits,

It is therefore hereby enacted, by the
and by the authority of the same,

that from and after the passing of this act, the said JAMES RUMSEY his executors, administrators and

assigns, shall have the sole and exclusive right, liberty and privilege within the state, of making, using

and vending to others, the said BOILER for generating steam, so as aforesaid described, and called

RUMESEY'S PIPE BOILER; the said STEAM BOAT to be propelled through the water, by. means of the

re‑action of a stream of water forced by steam through a trunk or cylinder from the stern of the boat,

against the surrounding water, so as aforesaid described, and called RUMESEY'S STEAM BOAT ; the said

improvement of SAVERY'S ENGINE, for raising water for the turning Of mills, or for agricultural or other

purposes so as aforesaid described, and called RUMESEY'S improvement upon SAVERY'S machine, or

STEAM ENGINE ; the said mode for turning mill stones, and other machinery requiring a circular or

retrograde motion, called RUMESEY'S improvement upon DOCTOR BARKER'S mill, and the said mode of

working saw‑mills, and other machines requiring an alternately opposite motion,. perpendicular or

horizontal, called RUMSEY'S SAW MILL; all which engines, machines and devices, are more particularly

defined and described in the said plans, and explanations so as aforesaid filed of record in the office of

and to which definitions and descriptions, for farther certainty, this act particularly refers. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no person or persons whomsoever, shall make, use, or vend to others to be used, any or either of the inventions or improvements so as aforesaid described or defined in this act, or in the plans or explanations filed of record in the said office, and hereby referred unto ; or any engine, machine or device whatsoever, formed or contrived upon the same principles therewith, although the form thereof may be varied, under the penalty of forfeiting to the said JAMES RUMSEY his executors, administrators or assigns, the sum of lawful money of this state ; and moreover forfeiting to him and them, all and every such engine, machine and device, so as aforesaid to be contrived, made, used or vended within this state ; the said penalty to be recovered by action of debt, founded upon this act, wherein no essoine, protection or wager of law, nor more than one imparlance, shall be allowed, And in the execution to be issued upon any judgment obtained in pursuance of this act, a clause shall be inserted, commanding the sheriff or other proper officer to deliver the said engine, device or machine, 'to the plaintiff if it can be conveniently removed ; but if not, that then and in such a case, the said sheriff, or other proper officer, shall cause the same to be prostrated, destroyed and rendered useless, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the sole and exclusive right and privilege for making, using and vending the engines, machines and devices aforesaid, by this act granted to the said JAMES RUMSEY his executors, administrators and assigns, shall continue for the term of years from the time of passing this act, and no longer: And that all actions to him or them accrued, or accruing within the said term, shall remain in full force during and after the expiration of this act

Endorsed,

Act for vesting in

James Rumsey &c. &c.
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To the Honourable the Legislature‑of the State of New‑York in Senate and Assembly convened.

The Petition of JOHN STEVENS Junr of Hoboken in the State of New Jersey.

That your Petitioner has bestowed a great deal of Time and Thought towards perfecting a Machine for propelling a Vessel through the Water by means of Steam. that he has at length brought big Invention to that degree of perfection. That as he conceives little or no further Improvement can be made on it‑That to the best of his Knowledge & Belief his Scheme is altogether new or at least does not interfere with the Inventions of either of the Gentlemen who have applied to your honourable Body for an exclusive Right of navigating by means of Steam.

That your Petitioner has made an exact Draught of the different Parts of big machines, which with an Explanation Thereof he is ready to exhibit, provided that after the Exhibition Thereof, no one be suffered to lay claim to any Invention therein described unless he shall have before exhibited a draught or model Thereof to your honorable body‑and your petitioner therefore prays That in case big machine should appear to be a new and useful Invention, That the Honble the Legislature would be pleased to grant to 'him an exclusive privilege and Right of using the Same for the purposes of navigation throughout the State of New‑York for such term of Years as shall seem meet











 And your Petitioner












shall ever pray

presented‑9 January 1789









 JOHN STEVENS Junr
